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Sing with Chicago Master Singers
Welcome
If you are passionate about choral music and looking for a challenging, satisfying choral experience, we would
love to hear from you!

About Chicago Master Singers (CMS)
Chicago Master Singers is a 90-voice choral ensemble featuring singers from Chicago and suburban
communities. CMS has performed great choral masterworks in collaboration with professional soloists and
orchestras since 1979. It is a volunteer chorus that works at and performs to professional standards.
CMS typically presents a three-concert season with two performances of each program. Our concerts for the
2022-23 season will be held on October 29 & 30, December 10 & 11, and April 29 & 30. Rehearsals are held
every Monday evening at Countryside Church in Palatine from 7:00 to 10:00 PM from mid August through
April. Additionally, rehearsals are held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings during concert week. All
performances and concert week rehearsals are mandatory.

In This Packet
In this packet you will find:




The Audition Policy for 2022-23
CMS’s COVID-19 policy
The required musical selection for all singers.

Audition Policy for 2022–23 Season
Audition process
For the 2022-23 season, we will conduct auditions for returning members of the Soprano and Tenor sections,
as well as auditions for all singers wishing to join Chicago Master Singers.
Auditions will be held on Tuesday, July 26, Monday, August 1, and Wednesday, August 3. An audition for the
Spring sequence only will be held on Monday, December 19. All auditions will be held at Countryside Church in
Palatine.
Because CMS members are expected to sing all performance sequences apart from unavoidable
circumstances, any singer who has missed a sequence may be required to re-audition before returning, even
within the same season. Occasional exceptions may be made at the discretion of the Music Director.
Occasionally, both new and returning singers may be accepted on probation and be required to re-audition at
a future time as determined by the Music Director. Requests for a change of voice part must be discussed with
the Music Director and may require a re-audition.

What we’re looking for
Prospective members need not be professional musicians, but they must possess an excellent choral skill set,
including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An interest in a professional-level choral experience
Love of creating enriching musical experiences for audiences themselves
Established music-reading skills
Nuanced musicality and phrasing
Precise and clear intonation
Comfort with and willingness to sing in languages other than English
Ability and willingness to adjust tone, including eliminating vibrato, to match the ensemble’s sound
Dedication to watching and following the conductor
Care for consistent execution of musical details (desired vowels, precise consonants, releases,
phrasing, etc.)
• Commitment to arriving to every rehearsal on time and fully prepared
• Willingness to work on music independently outside of rehearsal
• Strong work ethic and desire for musical and personal excellence

What we expect from members
CMS members hold high expectations for themselves and each other. These include:









Arriving on time and having music and pencil out prior to the start of rehearsal.
Coming prepared having thoroughly practiced the music.
Finding time every week to work out trouble spots in the music.
Marking the music to avoid repeated mistakes.
Eliminating excess chatter and conversations during rehearsal.
If there is a question, asking section leaders, preferably during the break.
Keeping the beat inside your body. No toe-tapping, arm-waving, etc.
When the Music Director is working with another section, do not sing along. Follow your part in your
head.
 When the conductor stops conducting, stop singing – and, no talking.

What to expect at an audition
Auditionees will be asked to demonstrate their vocal and musical skills through the following exercises:
•
•

Vocalization
Choral sight-reading (Auditionees will sing their part of a four-part piece. The accompanist will play
all four voice parts.)
• Pitch memory
• An excerpt from Ave Verum Corpus by Mozart. This excerpt should be a carefully prepared and
musically expressive performance, at the tempo indicated and with the markings observed. The
Music Director will not be conducting, but an accompanist will play the orchestral reduction or
accompaniment (not your part).

Solo Auditions
Singers who would like to be considered for a solo opportunity at the Christmas concert will need to complete
a solo audition in addition to their audition for CMS. These will be held on Wednesday, August 3. The solo
auditions require auditionees to perform a carefully prepared solo piece appropriate to the singer’s range and

vocal abilities. The selected piece should reflect the standard of music performed by CMS and should be sung
in a classical style (not in a style appropriate to popular or folk music). Each audition slot is limited to five
minutes. Two copies of the piece should be provided—one for the accompanist and another for the Music
Director.

Cost
Membership dues are $120 per year. Members are also responsible for purchasing their own copies of the
music.

To schedule an audition
If you are a current member of Chicago Master Singers, please visit the Members page of our website to sign
up for an audition.
If you are a new auditionee, please complete the form on the bottom of
https://www.chicagomastersingers.org/sing-with-cms.html
If you are a singer with choral experience, we want to hear from you! To contact us, email
info@chicagomastersingers.org or call our toll-free voice mail at 877-825-5267 (TALKCMS) and leave your
name, phone number, and email address. We will contact you to answer your questions and schedule an
audition.

Chicago Master Singers
Summary of COVID-19 Health and Safety Procedures
At Chicago Master Singers, the safety and well-being of our singers and patrons are always our first priority. As
the pandemic evolves, we will continue to follow at minimum the recommendations from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the World Health Organization and will work in coordination with our
local partners at the Illinois Department of Health and Human Services.
Ensemble singing is a community event. Listed below are the shared expectations that allow us to sing
together safely. We can work together to create a safe environment for singing but cannot guarantee it.
Measures include, but not be limited to:
● We require all CMS members, soloists, and instrumentalists to be fully vaccinated, including booster
shot(s).
● If you are symptomatic or in quarantine, stay home until the end of the quarantine or isolation period.
● Wear a mask over your mouth and nose at all times for the entirety of every rehearsal and
performance.

